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Legally Speaking
from page 63
the rights of copyright-holders are fully safeguarded. This will make it possible for cultural heritage institutions to digitize and make
available their collections of out-of-commerce
works for the benefit of European culture and
of all citizens.
The mechanics of this process will be aided
by an exception included in the Directive that
will apply in specific cases when no collective management organization exists that can
license the use of out-of-commerce works to
cultural heritage institutions.
Moreover, the Directive addresses the situation in which a work of art is no longer protected
by copyright, i.e., falls into what the legal terminology calls “public domain.” In such cases,
anyone should be free to make, use and share
copies of that work, be it a photo, an old painting
or a statue. However, this is not currently always
the case, because some Member States provide
copyright protection to copies of those works
of art. The new Directive will make sure that
all users are able to disseminate online — with
full legal certainty — copies of works of art that
are in the public domain. For instance, anybody
will be able to copy, use and share online photos
of paintings, sculptures and works of art in the
public domain available on the web and reuse
them, including for commercial purposes or to
upload them in Wikipedia.

In addition to these defenses or exceptions
to copyright violations, the Directive deals
across the board with a number of other
copyright exceptions. Currently, many of
these exceptions to copyright law are currently “optional” and do not necessarily apply
across borders. Also, some of them need to
be re-assessed in light of today’s technological
realities. Therefore, the Directive on Copyright
seeks to modernize copyright rules and make
key exceptions and limitations applicable
throughout the EU, especially those in the areas
of teaching, research, and (as noted above)
preservation of cultural heritage.
Text and data mining (“TDM”) is an automated process which allows information to
be gathered through the high speed machine
reading of massive amounts of data and
texts. The new rules will allow researchers
to apply this technology on large numbers
of scientific journals that their research
organizations have subscribed to, with no
need to ask for authorization for text and
data mining purposes.
The new teaching exception will cover digital uses of copyright-protected content for the
purpose of illustration for teaching. For example, the exception will ensure that educational
establishments (such as colleges, universities,
and schools) can make available teaching material or online courses to distance students in
other Member States through a secure electronic
environment, e.g., a university’s intranet or a
school’s virtual learning environment.

But neither the “bad” aspects of the new
Directive nor the good ones will be implemented in the near future, until EU member
states enact their own “transposition” laws
implementing the directive and until the lawsuits challenging the Directive make their way
through the courts.
In the meantime, you can still dream a little
meme with me and publish it on the Internet
without worrying about copyright violations.
Oh, hey, I forgot, the EU leadership says that
memes will still be protected even under the
new Directive. So, naught to worry.

William M. Hannay is a partner in the
Chicago-based law firm, Schiff Hardin LLP,
and is a frequent contributor to Against the
Grain and a regular speaker at the Charleston Conference. He can be reached at
<whannay@schiffhardin.com>.
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QUESTION:   A publisher asks about
blockchain and whether it could be used to
reduce uncertainty about who authored a work
and the date it was produced.
ANSWER: Blockchain is the technology
behind cryptocurrency such as Bitcoin. It
is an open ledger of information that can be
used to record and track transactions, which
are exchanged and verified on a peer-to-peer
network. The significance of distributed ledger
technology is that it ensures the integrity of the
ledger by crowdsourcing oversight and thus
removes the need for a central authority.
There may be an opportunity to use blockchain to solve the determination of authorship
and production date if it is built on the sustainability of copyright registration information.
Some have argued that use of blockchain could
actually reduce the number of people needed
to maintain archives. Blockchain may actually have more application for trademark and
patent law, because of the greater flexibility in
copyright law. For example, registration is not
required to claim rights in a copyrighted work as
opposed to a patent. In order sue for copyright
infringement; however, one must register the
copyright, so registration is still very important.
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An updated blockchain secured and distributed may provide assistance in recording
rights that are created in original works of
authorship. It has the potential to reduce
costs by speeding up registration processes
and for clearing rights. Some even argue
that it may have the potential to replace the
current copyright system currently in use
at the U.S. Copyright Office. At present,
blockchain’s use in copyright is merely in the
discussion stage. Proponents say that as the
technology becomes mainstream, developers
will have to collaborate to develop standards
and interoperability protocols. The European
Union Intellectual Property Office and the
U.S. Congress currently are looking into the
capabilities of blockchain.
QUESTION:  A high school librarian asks
whether it is permissible to use a student’s
picture from a previous presentation.
ANSWER: To answer this question requires further analysis of the question. By
picture, does the librarian mean photograph
of the student or a photograph that the student
used in a presentation? I will assume that the
presentation is for a course that meets the requirements of section 110(1) of the Copyright

Act (in a nonprofit educational institution, in a
classroom, with students and teachers present at
the same place as a part of instruction).
If it is a photograph of the student who
delivered the first presentation, then answer
is easy. It is the photographer rather than
the student who owns the copyright, absent
a transfer of rights. Because of privacy
concerns, however, the student should be
asked about using his or her image in a later
presentation unless the school has students
and parents agree to a blanket permission to
use their photographs.
Assuming that the second presentation is
also for a class, reusing another type of photograph from the first student’s presentation is
also covered by section 110(1) that allows the
use of photographs in a nonprofit educational
institution, in a classroom etc., as a part of
instruction. If the first presentation contained
original photographs taken by the student, it
would be polite to seek permission to reuse
the photo. Regardless of who took the photograph, if the presentation is posted on the web,
permission to use it should be obtained unless
the image is in the public domain.
continued on page 65
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New to Chicago

American Journal of
Health Economics
A q uart erly jo u r nal o f the
Am eri can Soc ie ty o f He a lth Ec o no mis ts

New in january 2020

Environmental and Energy policy
and The Economy
An an n ual jo u r nal o f the
Nat i on al Bure au o f Ec o no mic Re s e arc h

S ub sc ri be to th e C ompl e te C h i c ago
Pac kage ( C C P) to sav e up to 5 0 %
on th e c ompre h e n si v e c ol le c ti on
of journ al s f rom th e U n i v e r s i t y o f
Chicago Press. The CCP is designed
t o m e e t th e c on te n t n e e ds of your
i n sti tuti on b y prov i di n g e le c tron i c
ac c e s s to 8 3 ti tl e s f rom a w i de ran g e
of di sc i pl i n e s.

Le a r n m o re at journ al s.uchicago. edu, o r by calli ng (8 7 7 ) 705-18 7 8 (US & C anad a) or (7 7 3) 753-3347 ( i ntl ).

Questions & Answers
from page 64
QUESTION: Audible announced that it
would create the Audible Captions program
to transcribe a book’s audio in order to create
a text to run along with the audio. A reading
teacher asks why publishers are objecting to
this since the purpose is to help children “who
are not reading to engage through listening.”
ANSWER: The Association of American
Publishers (AAP) filed suit against Audible
on August 23, 2019, to halt Audible’s plan to
implement the Audible Captions program. Although it did not join the suit, the Authors Guild
later issued a letter supporting the AAP suit.
Publishers claim that their contracts with
Audible are limited to voice recording and
playback. They believe that including captions
violates their rights of reproduction, distribution and display. Audible posits that it is too
soon to file suit since the program had not yet
been introduced to the public. Despite this, on
August 28 Audible stipulated to the court that
it would not introduce the Audible Captions
program to the works from a group of major
publishers until the copyright and licensing
issues raised in the suit are resolved. It will
go forward with the program for Audible and
Amazon original works and for works in the
public domain, however.
QUESTION: A children’s librarian asks
about the recent copyright litigation involving
the song “Baby Shark.”
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ANSWER: The “Baby Shark” song is quite
popular with toddlers but is very irritating to
others of us. It became popular based on a 2016
posting on YouTube that has millions of views.
The origins of the song itself are somewhat
unclear, but a musician, Johnny Only, sued
Pinkfong in South Korea this summer claiming
copyright infringement of his “Baby Shark”
song that he published on YouTube in 2011.
There is an argument that the tune was a
campfire folk song in the United States for many
years before “Baby Shark.” SmartStudy, the
company behind the Pinkfong brand, claims
that the tune is in the public domain. In order
to succeed in the suit, Johnny Only will have
to prove that the second song is substantially to
“Baby Shark” and that he created the work that is
not in the public domain. The issue will be decided in South Korean courts, so it bears watching.
QUESTION: A publisher asks when the
modernization of the U.S. Copyright Office
will be completed.
ANSWER: That is an excellent question.
Recently, Thom Tillis, a U.S. Senator from
North Carolina who is chair of the Senate Judiciary’s Intellectual Property Subcommittee,
wrote to the Copyright Office questioning the
slow progress of modernizing the public recordation and registration system and implementing a new Copyright Enterprise System. It is
slated to be completed in 2023, which Senator
Tillis said was too long.
Senator Tillis says that information technology experts indicate that the modernized

registration system could be implemented in
8-12 weeks. A new system would speed the
registration process from the current 1-7 months
for electronically submitted claims and 1-18
months for claims received via email. The
times are longer for both if correspondence
is required. A new system would provide
“real-time data and what needs to be tweaked
within weeks, not months or years.”
According to Register of Copyrights, Karyn
Temple, the Copyright Office has dedicated
25 employees to reduce the average pendency
times by 40% within the last two years and to
eliminate the backlog of workable claims. The
Office believes that long-term planning for IT
and other infrastructure upgrades could be improved if Congress gave the Copyright Office
authority to use unobligated fee balances from
previous budget cycles.
This is a crucial issue for both copyright
industries and for users of copyrighted works.
Copyright is extremely important not only to
copyright producers but also to society. According to Senator Tillis, copyright industries
contribute $1.3 trillion to the U.S. gross domestic product and represent almost 7% of the entire
economy. These industries employ about 5.7
million American workers with average salaries
of almost $100,000 annually.
The Tillis letter may be found at: https://
www.tillis.senate.gov/2019/7/senator-tillis-its-time-for-congress-to-modernize-the-unitedstates-copyright-office.
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